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‘Et sane cum judicandi vim Leas inseruerit humane menti, nulla pars tert 
“ dignior est, in.quam ca tmpendatur ; quam ilia qae Grote sine amittenda 
| ** salutis @tern.®periealo non potest.  Grottus DE VER. 
> 4 Since God hasimpla néed in the human breastthe power of judgin; ,‘tio species 
: _ » of truth, upon which it is employed, leet incite agua reas than that 
of which we canact bei without hazarding the jossof eternal salvation. 
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THE Patrons of the Cuurcuman’s. MaGaztne, and the pub. 


lic generally, are hereby informed that the Committee for super-| 


intending its publication, have agreed with and appointed. Messrs, 
Comstock, Steele & Co. to publish said Magazine for the future. 
7 WILLIAM SMITH. 
REUBEN IVES, : 
, DANIEL: BURHANS, >Committee, 
PHILO SHELTON, 
\ ASHBEL BALDWIN, 


“NOTICE. 
THE Agents and Subscribers for thé Churchman’s Monthly 
Magazine, are requested to forward such balances as shall be due 








for the first volume, of which this number is the last, either to { 


S. Comstockand 4. Griswold of Danbury, or to Comstock, Steele 
& Co. of New-Haven,; without delay ;—and'the public are inform- 
ed that no other person is authorised toreceive any balances which 
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Consisting of a short Explanation of the J.ord’s Supper, and 
Meditations and Prayers, proper to. be used before, and 


Gurin the receiving of 
THE HOLY COMMUNION, eke 
According to the form prescribed by the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, in the United States of America. : 
_ —PRICE.75 cENTs.— : 
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Churchman’s Month! ly Magazine. 





eoepnnge mamas tefl Sewer ES er OE rT OT 
- — ~ 

















ADVENT. 


Rehold he cometh with clouds, and every eye shall see him, and they 
also that pierced him; and ail the kindreds of the earth shail wail because 


of him. Even so, Amen. 


T isthe peculiarsupputation of the Christian Church, asapious 
writer well observes, to begin the year, and to commence the 
annual course of her servic: at this time of Advent, herein 
differing from all other accounts of time whatsoever. The rea- 
son of which seems plainly to be this, because in the numbering 
of her days, and measuring her seasons, she does not so much 
regard the sun in the firmament, as the great Sun of righteous- 
ness, her Lord aid Saviour, who is in heaven. She considers 
herself as ** redeemed from the earth ;” and therefore no longer 
confined to the calculations of the world, or obliged to direct 
herself by the courses of the material luminaries. It is her em- 
ployment to make known to her children the time of salvation, 
called in scripture, ‘‘ the year of the redeemed ;” and this year 
vas introduced by the eve rlasting day-spriag from on high visit- 
ing her; whereby she became, what the Spirit styles her, in the 
revelation, “a City that has no need of the sun, neither of the 
moon to shine in it, for the Lord God and the ‘Lamb are the 
light and the glory thereof. us 
The lessons and services, therefore, forthe four first Sundays in 
her liturgical year, propose to our meditations the two-fold Ad- 
vent of our Lord Jesus Christ, teaching us that it is he who was 
to come, and did come, to redeem the world; and that itis he 
also, who shall come again, to be our judge. These two Advents 
involve in them, and comprehend between them the whole coun- 
sel of God for the redemption of mankind, by the coming of 
Christ in the flesh, withthe final issue of that counsel in respect 
of each individual, to be manifested at his coming to judgment. 
The end proposed by the Church, in setting these two ap pear- 
ances of Christ together before us, at this time, is, to beget in 
our minds proper dispositions to cele brate the one, and expect 
the other ; that so, with joy and thankfulness, we may now ‘* go 


Xx 








« fa Bote eye 





| 

a, 
Pay | 
. 

| 











3 ee vrei 70 vas, Tay eae 
* wre wtpr 
a ~ ~ . Pee 
2 er anes 


a 


. as 
_—- 


- 


or ene 


ea 


hat ~ 2 ern 


— 
aly 


Foe ae 


‘romtasass 


ee ls SI 



















178 Advent. 

fC « > | — , . ps . . . . $. 
to Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, whicli 

c¢ a ¥ oot | > «> 1 _ . 7oT } : - : 
the Lord hath made known unto us,” even the Son of God 

come to visit-us in preat humility ; and thence, with faith un- 


feigned, and hope immoveable, ascend in heart and mind to 


’ . . + . 1 ’ “ 
iIneet the sam« Son of God in the air, cor ming in glorious majes- 
ty, to judge the ae k and dead 

4 . » . 
And certainly, if any thing can lead men to repentance, and 
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turn the h arts of the ‘dis obedie nt to thi wisdcem oi that pusi 
i a a eiiacall x } ——, * re & . i in Ghe 6 an : - } rs 
(one the wisdom that maxetn wise unto Salvation, througn taitn 


Warist Je Sus, it must be the unirea considerations OF iis mer- 


ak nt a ee re ie an yet wer 
cC\ ma nis JUSTICE © HIS TnAhite Mercy dur Se tne ¢ 


‘ . 
, ae ee : he day of grace 
when ali Sins, that can ve repented of, are forgiven upto men ; 


his inexorable justice at the day of retribution, when he shall 
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ST AaAiLIOLyY Tene i 10 CVe!l man according aS his work shall be, 
And ner . there 3 . ), ] 4 oe . - 11. 
ind peraaps tere is no etter method ol suiring up our wilis 


y - ent Areeonvuerineg thea : —* oe eleas 
tO } nHrocure an interest, o1 iT Giscoverin . the intercst we already 


pee ee ire ee Saray 
DG SS il } iove OF Unris , LHATL DY Viewins In | 

Saahans tarenenx af Ine inde “as they will shew t! 
cotours tne terrors oOf Dis 1u Yment, as thev Will snew taeme 


1} +} ——— a , 
selves to the astonished world at that awful hour of his second 


Advent ; when the mask put upon false principles, and evil ac- 
trons, shall drop off, and all tuings be estimated b th measures 
of Christianity, and the standard of the gospel of Jesus. 
There is something wonderfully awful and affecting in the 
short description which the text gives of Christ’s Advent to judg- 
ment. The | eautiful manner, particularly, in which it is intro- 
duced, 1s worthy of notice. St. John, having occasion to men- 
tion his dcar Lord and Master, at whose command he wrote this 


} r ] 4% = . ci at , , —. l 4 a - as 
Ss pistie to tne hi rche S, hrea anda Ulalls yrteda at the tO1 ious 


- i 
<< = ¢] _ ‘ ~~ ° srt t +- ry Seatima tin 15] ; ¢ 
line, runs on with amazing rapiditv, ehumeratiog the blessing 

Mr th redemption whicn 1s D' mim 5 and having carried him 

’ 

from his cross to his throne, and ascribed all glory to him set- 
. tmenhediately | sees him in the clouds. and break 

til LNO! it. 1mm Mes i } i S¢ S linn in tne ciou Dy and vreaks 

P , 1 —— . -*2 . | ] ¢ a ”- sme 791 
forth in the words of the text.—-ine whole passage runs thus: 
. 


: fohn to the seven Churches, which are min Asia, Grace be unto 
you, and peace from bim which 3s, and which was, and which 
} 


; , . . . ? . . . * 
*’ is to come 5 and from the seven spirits which are before his 


‘‘throne ; and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, 
“and the first begotten from the dead, and the Prince of the 
‘kings of the earth; unto him that loved us, and washed us 
‘Strom our sins, in his own blood, and hath made us kings and 


‘* priests unto God and his Father; unto him be glory and do- 
‘* minion for ever and ever. A men.—Behold, he cometh! 
‘¢ Bebold, he cometh !”—And is not this a sight most worthy 
ur attention ? Is it not very meet, right, and our boundea 


duty, that we should behold it? That we should open the eves 
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of our faith, 9 which the bewitching cup of pleasure and yanity, 
mingled by a deceitful world for our destruction, has charmed 
to sleep? That we should * liit up our heads, and look up, to see 


our redemption drawing nigh 2”? For draw nigh 1 it will, and it 


does, whether we consider it, or not. Lyery evening takes a day 
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Advent. 179 
from the world’s duration. The portion af the wicked is so 


much less, and the time of tl! 


ed. The sufferings of the patient so mur i and 

hopes of deliverance so much increased. Nav, everv c'éck that 
strikes bids us recollect, that the promise of Christ has then ree 
ceived an additional force ; “ Behold, I come quickly, and my 


reward is with me, to give every man accordivg as his worg 
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the day of sal ation, Ccomectn again to prociaim the aay of ven- 
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peance, He Wno Was led aS a2 iambD to the Ssiat BiCig icads nis 
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ten tnousands to the pr VY. as tne lion of the tribe ol jucan.-- 
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He who cried not, nor lifted up his voice against his enemies up- 
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on f arth, tnunders with the wiorious VOICe Ci his ea Cer Cy 
an : an who never hrakea a hen: ! 

a rainst the m t} ‘om he aven,. He who never brakea bruised r ed. 
‘ . » : . « . | Pi 

rules the nations with a rod of iron, and breaks them in pieces 


i 
° , al 
likea potter’s vessel. He who « thed not the smoking 


extinguishes the great lights of the world; darkens the sun, and 


turns the moon into blood ; commands the stars from their sta- 
tions, and the dead from their graves; shakes the powers of 
heaven, and the foundations of the earth, and al 
not fi: re on him. 


The trumpet sounds, and he is coming! The everlasting gates 


: 
oi heaven, which lifted yeas for the King of Giorv to 

. *, } , . ‘ a" . as ’ 
enter in, are again lifted up; and behold the procession that 
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comes forth of them, descending to this Bes orld, as it is 
1 . . a, ¥ ‘ ” 

descr rive d | »V rad VOnO saw itin vision. : [ : Saw hit aven « opened, 


a4 ! ' : : and he th: ‘ an hirr Vv 
and beh A !a white horse, and he that sat upon him, was cail- 
* ed faithful and true,” the accomplisher of all his promises ;— 
; ° ua mtn metstaie oe lw¢ ,?9 4 i] 4 ne 
“and in righteousness he doth udge the world, ** and make 
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“war apainst all that Oppose nim. His eves were as a flame 
*‘ of fire, discerning and destroving the ae of his adver- 
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1s world were become his; * and | he had a name written, 
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of tl 


“ , . ; Dain ek enh pre, * Be ws if lcs ¢ a on —) ao 
that no one sinew wit ne nimse:i the inettablk Hanmie Of the 
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divine essence. ‘* And he was clothed with a vesture dipt in 
“blood,” the garment of vengeance. ‘ Aud his name,” by 
which he is known to men, “is called rpHze Woapor Gon. And 
“ the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white hor- 
3 vg attending him in his glory, clothed “ ia fine linen white 
‘and clean,” which is the righteousness of saints. ‘* And ou: 

f — ly. his holy word 


“ of his mouth goeth a sharp sword,” namely 
“that with it he should smite the nations. And he shail rul- 
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*‘ them,” that have rejected the golden sceptre of mercy, “ with 
“a rod of iron. And he tre: adet! 1 the vine-press of the fierce 
“ness and wrath of Almighty God. And he hath on his ves 
“ture and on his thigh a name written, KinG oF KINGS ANI 
a 


Loxp OF LoRpDs.”—Bishop Horng. 
D> (> ae—-—- 
A GUIDE TO THE CHURCH. 


. 7 . ‘7 . . wy, F - « 
1 Moa YG all “ee ipsa ig of the Christian Faith, as laid 
down in our public creex there seems tobe none so strange. 
lv misunderst F oy ake a P Nees * 
jy misunderstoo¢ : and so liftle ttenad led to, as that in ) which we 
are taught to profess our belief of the Holy Catholic Church 
and the mistakes and inattention so prevalent with regard to this 
:mporta it article, ore the more to be regrett 2d, as the hurtful 
consequences arising from this unhappy cause are daily increas- 


ec, t 


té 


Aw 


ing, and in their very nature tend to confusion and every evil 
work. ——- aria the Charch of neh as founded by fim, the 
blessed “ Author and Finis sher of « ur Faith,” was intended to 


be an wears and visible Society, like a ** City set on an hill,” 
clearly distinguished, and regula rly go »verned, is evident from 
the account given of itin the New Testament, and the manner 
in which it was extended over the kingdoms of the world, agree- 
ably to the plan and directions which the Apostles received from 
their Lord for that purpose. In subse niche ages, however, 
numberless deviations from the original plan have unhappily ta- 
ken place ; and there is nothing about which mankind appear at 
present to be more divided in opinion, than with respect to those 
points of Christian Duty, which necessarily flow from, and are 
connected with, the nature and constitution of the Christian 
Church. From the absurd, unscriptural idea of one earthly, 
supreme, infallible head, as the centre of unity to the whole 


of Christendom, many have revolted with such abhorrence of 
Papal supremacy, as has driven them beyond all the bounds of 


order and regularity, and made them despise every principle, 
and renounce ev ery tye, by which the Church, as a society, can 
be held together, in due subordination to those who derive thei ir 

authority, as its spiritual governors, fromits only supreme infal- 
lible Head in Heaven. It must, therefore, be a matter of the 
highest importance, to discover ‘where that authority lies, that 
so those who acknowledge themselves bound by the Apostolic 
preceptto ‘“‘ obey them tha it haye the rule over them and watch 
for their souls,”? may know to whom that obedience is due, and 
what is the proper return for this spiritual ca so kindly pro- 
vided by the great lover of souls. If he has been graciously 
pleased to appoint and preserve a standing Ministry in his 
Church, and set apart a peculiar order of men for dispensing 
the means of grace to his people, it is certainly the duty of all 
his followers to adhere to that Ministry, and shew a becoming 
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resard to that order which he has established. But how can 
this be done, unless we are sufficiently acquainted with its ar- 
rangement, aad the nature of that chain of succcession by which 
a regular Ministry has been handed down from the days of the 
Aposties to the present time ? The best way of obta ining a 
proper knowl ge of any soci¢ty or establi ishment whatever, is 
to go back to its original institution, and observe both the pur- 


pose eH which it was founded, and the plan ready a for answer- 
ing th purpose. And if such atter.tion be necessary with res- 
pect to the establishments of me vorld, and those societies 
which have only temporal thi ine their object, it is much 


> . } ys i. i 
more so in regard to that , canaetiaal society, established by the 


Ke -leemer of ma kin 1, the — end of which is to keep them 
in mind of, and fit them for, eternal life and h: ippmess in Heav- 
en. <A Guide to the true Church, in its probationary state here 

on earth, may there ‘fore be considere ‘d the same asa guide to 
that which will at last be made perfect in Heaven. che sucha 


** Guide’”’ every serions ipedneee iriwe’ reader may find in the 
work now before us, which, we earnestly recommend to the at- 
tention of those who may stat id in need of some instruction on 
those importa it points, which Mr. Daul eny has made the sub- 
J ct of this judicious and seasonabie publication. —The work is 
divided into several discourses, and, being ortginally designed 
for private circulation in a paicicular pari in, the author thus de- 
clares his intention, in his first or introductory discourse :— 

* Toenable you to form some correct Judgement upon this 
matter, itis my intention to lay before you some plain thoughts 
on the following important mend S -—Ist. On the Nature, De- 
sign, and Const! tution of the Christiana Church ; 2ndly, On the 
Sin of Schism, or a W ‘ful “perce from it; 3dly, On the 
Reasons commonly advanced to justify that separation; and 
4thly, On the Advantages attendant upon a conscientious Corn- 
munion with the Church, together with the Disadvantages con- 
sequent upon a separation from it. In discoursing | upon these 
subjects, the e object is to enter into them, so far only as may be 
deemed sufficient for the information of the parties to w hom 
they are immediately addressed.’ In pursuance of this plan, 
the secona Discourse opens with the following pertine nt observ- 
ation :—* To trace the Church through its several progressive 
stages, from its original establishment in Paradise, where the 
good news of a Saviour was first delivered to fallen man, through 
its infant condition, and days of contraction in the Ark, w hen 
it was confined to one single family, to its subsequent enlarge 
ment, in the decsendants of Abraham ; its wandering state ‘th 
the wilderness, and its more c omplete settlementin the land of Ca- 
naan ; down to that fullness of time,when our Saviour came in the 
flesh to visit it, would lead into too widea Get. [t is our hap- 
piness, and to that part of the subject our present attention is 
confined, that we live in that stage of the Church, which may be 
considered as the completion of every former dispensation.— 
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Jesus Christ, the Head of the Church, by purging it from the 
corruptions, which it had contracted, and restoring its worship 
to that spiritual standard in which its perf ‘ction consists, has, as 
it were, put his finishing hand to the establishment of it, upen the 
pian lest calculated to secure the purpose he had in view.—It is 
a matter therefore of importancé, that we should be particular 
in our ouservations upon this point ; because a deviation from 
Christ’s plan, by an attempt to alter the constitution of his 
Church, may make ita very different thing from what it was de- 
signedto be; and though, in this case, a man may satisfy him- 
self by calling the creature of his own Imagination the Church 
of Christ, it “certaialy does not follow that it isso; and it may 
be the most dangerous piece of self-imposition to call it so.”— 
The author then procee ds to shew that the Church of Christ be- 
ing a regular Society, ‘tit must, as such, be possessed of power 
necessary to its own presei vation: It must have its rules and 
orders, ¢ onsem iently its governors to carry these rules and or- 
ders ann effect; and Christ being the Head, from whom alone 


all the benefits be longing to it are derived, the appointment of 


the governors, together with the rules and orders, by which this 
Society is to be managed and directed, must originate with, 
and receive its sanction from, him. For man, merely as man, 
can claim no rule over his fellow-creatures: Government, 
therefore, whether in Church or State, must look to that su- 
preme Disposer, from whom all power is derived, by whose 
authority alone the valic lity of its exertions can be edtablishe d.—~ 
The reason of the thing in this case, we shall find, upon inquiry, 
to be confirmed by the history of facts.” These facts, with the 
testimonies by which they are supported, are then detailed in 
such a clear and distinct manner as evidently shews—“ the Form 
of the Christian Church, after the model drawn out by the A- 
postles themselves, with its officers distinguished by their res- 

ective stations, the Bishop, as supreme Governor answering 
to the High Priest under the Law, the Presbyters and Deacons 
tothe Priests and Levites, as stshordine tte Ministers in it.” 
*‘ Such, then,” says our Author in the conclusion of his icon 
discourse, *‘is the nature and constitution of the Church, as it 
was originally established by its supreme Head, from whe enc 
the Apostles, and their successors the Bishops, have derived 
their commission ; a branch of that commission which Jesus 
Christ received from his Father, by virtue of which, they chal- 
lenge obedience from every member of the Christian Church, as 
to the stewards or chief officers in that spiritual society, over 
which they are authorised to preside.’ 

This! being the case, Mr. Daubeny finds no difficulty in estab- 
lishing the nature of the Sin of Schism, which is the subject of 
his third Discourse. 

‘The word translated Schism,” says he, “ which, in modern 





language, scarce seems to have an appropriate idea annexed to 


it, is in the original derived froma vere which signifies to cut, 
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divide, or separate ; it must, therefore, relate to some body caé 
pable of bani divided or separated. Upon reference to the 
first chapter of St. Paul’s Epistle to the Ephesians, we find that 
the Chord h * c: Med the Body , of which Christ is the Head.— 
Phe God of our Lord Jesus Christ, saith the Apostle, hath put all 
things under his feet, and gave him to be the Head over all things 


2 
’ ®. 1 , | 


to the Church, which is his Body; and, from this description of 
the Church as the Body of Christ, the ‘te rm Schism, in its appli- 
cation to it, denotes a division among the members of which that 
Body is a. occasioned by a want of obedience to the 


yovernment, which Christ, by his Apostles, settled inthe Church, 


and a consequent sé paration rie its communion, in contradics 
tion to the Divine plan of its establishment; the design of which 
was, that all Christians should be joined together in the same 
mind, and in the s: ime worship, continuing, according to the 


primitive pattern in the Ay vee test s doctrine and fellowship, and 

. . . Cc , ’ 

in breaking of bri 1 and in prayers. Such is the nature and 
1 - “4 gs + 1 oo: . . . . } - . . 

quality of Schism, which Sin consists in its being a direct viola- 

tion of the ordcr and government established in the Church, 


therebs constituting a species of rebellion against its Divine 
* + 
f ” 
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in support of this accotint of the Sin of Schism. Mr. Daubeny 
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produ ces such appo site quot “9 90. from the Apostolic w ritings 
N St. Ignatius, as sufficiently . 
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warrant his drawing the Fttows ing just and striking inferences : 
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“ If then the constitution of the Christian Church is the same 
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time when, and the authority by which an alteration was produc- 
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may <i to pailiate it, is precisely the same sin it then was ; 
D en q oy eee - sha ch mAwa & lecidedly 
and If tiic rimitive > writers Ol] tne Chur >| 1 SpoKe so aecided y 
ipon the gute: with a view of guarding its members against 

: sa opts 
so heinous a sin, where it respected chicfly the separation of in- 
s 
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ferior ministers, from the } ‘risdiction of thei r respective Bish- 
. id ? 

ops ; what would they have said upon it, had they lived to mark 


the extent to which this sin is carried in the days in which we 
live ? If they considered Schism, as it was then practised, as the 
greatest of all crimes, because it directly counteracted the divine 
plan in the establishment of the Church ; what language would 
they have found sufficiently stro ng; to express their abhorence 
of that babel of confusion, which now prevails in the Christian 
world? If the preservation of the government of the Church 
res an sre ie of that t importance e in their eyes, as to sub- 


ect any, the least, opps osition to it totheir severest censure, what 


< 


mu st they have th ought of that licentious practice, which leads 


Ww 


to its total dissol lution? When in consequence of all ideas res- 
pecting the nature of the C hurch hay ie been ina great measure 

ost amongst us, men look not beyond themselves for that com-, 
rnission, by which hey’? pre sume to ¢ nter upon the ministry of 
woly things ; drawing congregations after them, and thereby 
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dividing Christian professors into as many sects and parties, as 
there are self-sufficient teachers to be found who have an end to 
. . . * 3) 
answer, Or a passion to gratify upon the occasion. 
[To be continued. } 
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A SUCCINCT HISTORY OF BAPTISM, 


AS ADMINISTERED IN THE PRIMITIVE CHURCH.—Continued. 


‘} it y 7 om at & a memes 
Chap. 6.—U/ the TIME Gud PLACE Oj BAPTISM. 
[vA S 


N the former chapter we observed, that the baptism of adults 
h was somestimes deferred by order of the Church: but this 
was always, either for preparation or punishment, whilst cate- 
chumens were under instruction, or kept in a state ef penance 
for scandalous transgression. 

Ochers deferred their b aptism voluntarily, against the rules of 
the Church; a practice w hich was freque ntly compl: ined of, re= 
futed and condemned. Some did it, from laziness or negli- 
gence of their salvation ; a very common reason, though not so 
commonly owned, on account of the eproach attending it. 
Others, from an heathenish principle, a lowe of the world, or an 
unwillingness to submit to the restraint of Christ’s yoke :— 
«© They could spend their life in pleasure, and be baptized at the 
last, with the same advantage ; for the “ labourers who came in- 
to the vineyard at the last hour” had the same reward as those 
who had borne the burden and heat of the day.” —-An absurd and 
foolish reason, which those who were governed by it were asha- 
med toown. Others, from a sort of Novatian principle, pre- 
tending to be afraid of falling into sin after baptism, atari 
there was no second baptism allow ed, to regenerate men, to th: 
kingdom of heaven ; whereas, if baptized even at the hour of 
death, heaven would be open to them, and they might go unde- 
filed into it. Inthe mean time, if they died before baptism, 
they hoped that God would accept the desire of receiving it for 
the sacrament itself.—Others pretending to foliow our blessed 
Lord’s example, deferred their baptism, till they were thirty 
vears old; because he was of that age when he was baptized. 
A weak and erroneous pretence, fully refuted by Gregory Na- 
zianzen, in his 40th Oration upon the subject of baptism. 

Many more were the pretences which men used for deferring 
their baptism ; but these are sufficient to shew that great delavs 
in this matter were commonly against the rules and orders of the 
Church; and the antient Christians always declaimed against 
it, as a dangerous and an unchristian practice. 

To obviate thes: pretences, the Church appointed certain 
times for baptism, in ordinary cases, allowing her ministers still 
the liberty to anticipate them in case of great proficiency, or dan- 
ger of death. The most celebrated time was Laster; next, 
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Pentecost or - Whitsunday, and then Epiphany, on hich Christ 
was supposed to have been baptized, The two former are 
sometimes mentioned without the other.—St. Jerome speaks of 
‘hem without mentioning the /atter ;—and those two only are 
spoken of by Tertullian, who says, Easter was appointed for this 
solemn purpose, as being the time of Christ’s, sifferings, into 
which we are baptized ; and that Pent?cost was set apart for the 
same end; becatise at that time Christ manifested his resurrec- 
tion to his disciples, ahd the gtace of the Holy Spirit was first 
given ; and the Angels predicted his second Advent as his As- 
rension. By Pentecost he does not theft a particular day, but. 
the whole fifty days between Eastet and Whitsuntide,which was 
one continued festival in histime. This, perhaps, is the reason 

why some ancient canons allow no other time than that of Eas- 
ter, for baptism, including thé whole time from Easter to Pente- 
cost, in the sense fiver by Tertullian, 

In the Council of-Girone all catechumens are orderéd. to come 
only at Easter and Pentecost ;—and Siricius says, it was against 
the rules of the Roman Church to administer baptism at any oth- 
er time but Kaster,with its Pentecost, or fifty days following ; eX< 
cept to infants, and persons in a languishing condition, and in 
danger of deaths Pope Leo also, and after him, Gelasius, pro- 
hibited baptism at any other time, except in those cases; so 
that in the Roman and Western Churches, this was the general, 
rule. In the Eastern Churches, and in Africa, Epiphany also 
seems to have been regarded as a festiy al sacred to the celebra- 
tion of baptisin. 

The festival of the Dedication of the Church was, in some 
places, likewise a solemn time for baptism. ~ +zomen observes 
it to have been so at Jerusalem, from the time that Constantine 
built the celebrated Church ovér-our Saviour’s grave on Mount 
Calvary, called Anastasis, or *“\The Church of the Resurrection.” 
The custom of baptizing on the festivals of the Apostles “and 
Martyrs, seems to haye prevailed in many of the French and 
Spanish Churches ; ; but it was condemned by many. canons, and 
therefore cannot be spoken of as an authentic custom.. | 

Indeed in the first planting of the Gospel, there was no oblis 
gation to observe any stated times for baptism, because the. 
Apostles made no law. concerning it. , They themselves baptiz- 
ed at any time, and left it to the prudence of their successors to 
make what regulations they should think proper. This is evi- 
dent from a comparison of the history of the Acts of the Apos- 
tles, with the subsequent history of the Church«. 

The promptuess and proficiency of sume. cates lvesiiitie above 
others, gave them an earlier title to baptism, if they desired i it, 
especially in the Eastern Churches ; without waiting for one of 
the greater festivals; so that as these solemn times were set 
apart for prudent reasons, so on a similar account they might be, 
dispensed with ;—especially as Tertullian observes, since eye 
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day is the Lord’s, and every time fit for baptism, if meh are ft 
and prepared to receive it. 
The like asservation may be made with respect to the place of 


‘baptism, which varied also with the state and circumstances of 


the Church. In the Apostolical age, they baptized in any cgn- 
venient place. Thus John baptized in. Jordan ;—~-Philip baptiz- 

ed the Ethiopian noblemanin the wilderness; Paul baptized the 
jailer in his own house, and Peter baptized his Roman. converts 
in the river Tiber, as Tertulliantt informs us. . Nor was it cons 
sidered a thing of any consequence, whether baptism was. per- 
formed in the water of a river, or a fountain, ‘provided it was 
done by invoking the name of the blessed Trinity; and! by a per- 
son properly authorized ;—as the author of the Recogititions ob- 
serves, lib. 4, chap: 32, who describes his owa baptism and that 
of others, as.given them by Peter in certain fountains. in Syria, 
near the sea shore. And thus it seems to have continued till 
the time of Justia Martyr and Tertullian ;—the latter of whom 
speaks of their going from the Church to the waters, and there 
making their renunciations as they had done in the Church be- 
fore. And Justin Martyr says, they brought the persons who 
were to be baptized toa place of pute water, and there gave 
them the regeneration or new birth. 

But in after ages,when baptistries were erected, the ctistom was 
altered,and rules were made, that baptism should not ordinarily 
be adiministered any where but inthem. Justinian, in one of his 
novels, refers to ancient laws, appointing that none of the sacred 
mysteries should be celgptate dt in private houses; Men might 
have private oratories in their houses, but they were not ta ad+ 
minister baptism or the Luc batist in them without a particular li- 
cence from the Bishop, Such baptisms were. frequently con- 
demned by the ancient Councils, under the name of parabaptis- 
mata, or “* Baptisms in private coaventicles;’++and the Council 
of Trullo forbad all such, under pain of deposition to the Ad« 
ministrator, and excommunication to the Receivers 


In cases, however, of necessity, stich as imprisonment. joutney- 
ing, and the like, these rules Were not obligatory; and ‘hence we 
read of martyrs baptized in prison, others at sca, or on a jour- 
ney, Thus also oratories were sometimes allowed for the cele- 
bration of the Eucharist :—Arnd it is reasonable to suppose, that 
if the Eucharist: was administered im thiemi, baptism was not dis- 

allowed. 

The Council of Eliberis, in Spain, speaks of De#cons presi- 
ding over people and baptizing in places where there was nei- 
ther Bishop nor Presbyter ; which we must suppose to have been 
country villages at some distance from the mother Church,where 
for the sake of convenience, the administration was performed 
by a deacon. So-that, though the Bishop’s Church was the or- 

nary place of baptism ; yet, upon proper occasions, it miglrt 
oo. administered at other places with his permission. 
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The veninaietd ‘ons made by the catechumetis in the primitive 
Church, previous to their bapais th, shall be the subject of ovr 


r 


gext. Lo be continued.) 


“~ 


——ee C2 Gea —- 


EXTRACTS FROM THE REV. _E. W. WHITAKER’S 
DISCOURSE 


Pr. his Sermon, ‘On the establishment of the Chuctth,” he has. 
he following observations on. the purity of our Liturgy — 


‘ How little the service we perform on the Lord’ s day differs 
Pa that which our earliest prédécessors in Christianity were 
wont to pay; ve may judge from the following short account, 
copied from an eminent historiati, Who has taken it chiefly from 
what has heen Jeft ué by the primitive martyrs. Fn these As- 
semblhes (spedkinm of those of the Church) the Holy Scriptures 
were publicly read, and for that patposé Were divided into cer- 
tain portions, ar lessons. ‘This part of the divine Service was 
followed by a brief exhortation tothe people. The’ prayers, 
which make a considerable part of the public. worship, came in 
at the conclusion of these discourses, and were. repeated by the 
people after the Bishop or Préesbyter, who presided inthe ser- 
vice. ‘Yo these were added certain hy nins,which were sung not 
by the whole assembly, but by persons appointed for that pur- 
pose, during» the eclebration of the Lord’s $ Supper and the Feasts 
of Charity. © Such (continues the historian) were the essential 
parts of divine'séryice, which were’ observed in ali. Christian 
Churches, though, perhaps, the method and order.in which 
they were performed, were not the same in all.””” Behold, then, 
here particularized the lessons, the prayers, the sermon and the 
penbang, which are stil] continued'in our relizi ous assemblies ;——~ 

ind observe how little the service of our own Church differs. 
Coun that of the purest’ ages: a! circumstance well worthy, 
ofadmiration, after the revolution of so many centuries, and 
calculatedstu' call to our minds the promise given to the disciples. 
of ourblessed Master, when he gave them permission to preach 
the gospel to all nations ;—‘* And lo! Lam with you alway:s,’to 
ie end of the world.” 


In his sermon on baptism, the suyject..of, Sponsorss treated 
of thus,:—-_ - : . 

Ista tbaat 0 ne sai tt of 2 surety for achild in baptism, being. 
a-sacred anid-very important office, it highly behdveth the parents 
to invite nionento it, who are nat of an age su ffi ciently. considerate : 
to be dull etnsivbe of the charge whith they take on the nselves, 
or of principles pand adinposition to discharfe'i it with 3 aa or tty ; 
and thatiwhlen tliev have found such, they dé wotimpede them, | 
in performing the pr omise ther have made tosee thatthe child 
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be virtuously and religiously brought up: for is it not highly 
absurd, first to request men to enter into an engagement, and 
then to.eppose their fulfilling it? , 


2dly.—.That when called to take this office on you, ye consid- 
er the meaning and importance of it, and not assume it, unless 
ve be resolved with sincerity to perform it. It is now too gener- 
ally viewed in the false light of merely 4ccommodating a friend 
with one’s name, and, the ceremonial over, is‘scarcely thought of 
more ; not even when the parerits die during the child’s infancy ; 
in which’casé, the obligation into which the sponsors have so 
solemnly entered with the Church, and consequently with him 
who is the head of the Church, our Lord Jesus Christ, is incum- 
bent on them in its fullest force. ‘ 


And that, lastly-——-When appearing at the font to be admitted 
into the Christian covenant in the child’s name, ye should recol- 
Tect, that the questions put'to you, concerning the faith ye hold, 
and the vows ye make, are not repeated for form’s sake only, 
and to be answered with a nod, and by a bow, but by express 
declaration, and by word of mouth ; it being essentially neces- 
sary, that sin be renounced, and Christ acknowledged before 
this sacrament be administered.’’ as | 


From his Sermon on * Aduliery.” 


“Tt is not my present purpose, to enter on the proof of these 
consequences, in respect to the several civil courses to which 
the Apostle in the text refers. It is to the enormity and punish- 
ment of one particular crime, which stalks barefaced through 
the land, in the commission of which the prince and the peasant 
are equally shameless, and which, though most ruinous to the 
peace, and most destructive to the first principles of society, is 
{strangé ‘to’ consider) unrestrained by any penal laws, that I 
mean tow to confine my discourse, and ye cannot be at a loss to 
discern that adultery is the crime to which I allude; 4 crime of 
which the frequency lessens our horror ‘at it, and prevents our 
considering the various aggravations with which it is always ac- 
companied.‘ Otherwise would it be possible that men who con- 
sider mistrust of their promises as one’ of the worst aspersions 
that can be cast upon their characters, should look upon a breach 
of one of the most solemn engagements that can be made, as a 
thing of nd Wisgrace ! Because the sacred volume is not kissed, 
is it to be thought no oath is taken when God is called to witness 
the truth of-a covenarit entered “inté before the altar? Mark 
here the Aorrible, yet contemptible hypocrisy of the human 
heart ! There are those who will consider the forfeiture of a word, 
passed at a gaming-table, as a reproach to be avoided at every 
risk, and yet mock at the breach of a promise attended with ev- 
ery cifcumstance to mark itassacred. The man who is guilty 
of the former, they will, (and not unjustly, so far,) deem a vil- 
lain ; but the other, who has acted far more iniquitonsly, they 
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have—-what shall I say ?—Language furnishes not a term sufi- 
tiently strong to express the unprincipled absurdity of this con- 
duct ; they have—the wisdom and the modesty to call an honest 
man ! So then he who, with feigned affection, induces a woman 
to confide all her hopes of happiness in this world in his hands, 
who vows before God and the Church, that he will keep himself 
only untg her as leng as they both shall liye ; yet, at one and at 
the same time, torments her with the keenest mortification, by 
leaving her bed for that of another, and tramples under foot the 
most solemn protestations, isan honest man! And he who en- 
ters the house of ay unsuspecting acquainéance, perhaps of an in- 
timate friend, and seduces his wife from her conjugal duty and 
attachment, is an honest man! While those who, by force, 
plunder us of our moncy, or by stealth carry off our goods, are 


justly represented as robbers.” theives, nuisances to society » Un- 


fit to live—yet compare these crimes, either by the breach of 
obiigation they contain, bv the sufferings they occasion to indi- 
viduals, or by ‘the mischief they produce in society, and ye will 
find that the thief, (who still deserves the fate he meets with 
from the executioner’s hand,) is the less atrocious criminal.” 


——=b <> ae 


_ 


LOVE OF MANKIND 


Aare to the pretended philosophers of ourage, it is 
~S. our duty not only to love all men, but to love them all with 
the same ardour (or, to speak more corre¢tly, with the same cold- 
ness) Of affection ; not only todo good unto all men, but, in the 
doing of that good, to make no distinction between individuals ; : 
not only to educate our own children, but to educate the chil- 
dren, and cherish the parents of others, with the same care we 
educate and cherish our own ;—for, Say they, it is the duty of 
man to contribute every thingin his power to the propagation of 
universal happiness ; but universal happiness can never prevail 
in the world, till the whole human race be considered as one 
family, and all political and national distinctions be done away. 


“ Such are the doctrines of. modern philosophy : but the doc- 
trines of Christ and his Apostles are very different. 

“ As this romantic benevolence, which has, in the present age, 
annihilated friendship and patriotism, and let loose upon the 
world the demons ot war, receives no countenance from the sa- 

cred scripture, so it is inconsistent with the instinctive feelings 
of human nature, and with that very purpose which it pretends 
to promote. 

‘That it is the duty of man to contribute every .thing in his 
power to the propagation of universal happiness, I hold to bea 
maxim incontrovertible, and the only rational criterion of moral 


virtue ; ; " oaty surely, it is not the way to propagate universal hap-. 
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piness, for creatures so weak and short-sighted as we aré, ta nég- 
lect those whom Prov idence! has placed immediately under our 
care ; aud stoppitig beyond the limits of our narrow cir¢le, to 
oasy ourselves in feeble attempts to reform the world. 
* To do allthe goodthat'we can ta our fellow crestitres, is 
unquestionably our duty : ‘and the only ateeptable return that we 
ean make to Him who hath delivered us from the powe r of our 
enemies ; but, if we-do not extend our good offices, first, to our 
own famihes, then te our -more distant relatives, then to our 
neighbors, then to our country, and last of all, to mankind at 
large, we shail not co-operate with the plan’ of Providence: and, 
whatever we may p srevend, we can be nothing ‘more than the hy- 
pocrites of benevolenec.” . 


. 


Dr. Gieig’s Thanksgiving Sermon 


———ugi iS €_> Caee— — 
THE ENTHUSIASTIC CBRISTIAN. 


FU AE enthusiastic Christian, as soon ashe feels the awaken+ 
ing word, gC es groaning all the day long, under the sense 
of transgression : underthe mysterious appr ehensions of impend- 
ing judgment, he is allanxiety and terror. He repairs to 7 
parish priest, and is presented ave aview of J dee dyi ing for the 
sins of man; and whena gleam of comfort ! ; breaking i in upon 
his mind, he.is told, that valess Christ dred ra hts sims in partic- 
war, itis to nopurp ose, with respect to himself, that Christ died 
at all. 

“ Whether Christ is beeomz his own Christ, or not, can only. 
be learnt bya sudden miraculous assurance. But, whether he 
shall receive the assurance, or when, is uncertain. He, there- 
fore, returns home, in despondency ; hoping and fearing, doubt- 
ing and disbelieving, never at case, unfitted.for the commerce of 
iife, and dreading the approach of death. H, however, an as- 
surance comes, his transports are such, so great his exultation 
above all earthly connections or concerns , that he is no longer a 
being of this world. He looks down, ‘with supercilious con- 
tempt, even on his nearest relations ; and, damning th: em to c+ 
ternal-perdition; extilts in the blessedfiess Of the saints.” 

Such isthe enthusiastic Christian ! 
Behold now. the rational Christian. 

“ Fe hath a peace within his breast, which passeth all, the uns, 

ders standing of those who haye nat expericnced it. c feels no 


tormenting remorse ; no disquieting dread of God or max ; he, 
is never agitated by malice or envy ; seldom, and but gently 
moved with anger. Pity, indeed he oftén experiencess bat, 

gratifying it, comforts hoth himself, and others. His, bebare 
jour is friendly, and therefore agreeable. Mis discourse: lively, 

if nature hath ‘qualified him for it ; but, atleast, inoffensive. and 
His heart is open, in a proper degree, to all the 
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innocent amusements of life, and he longs for none of the pro- 
hibited ones. Virtuous discretion preserves his health and spir- 
its, as much as worldly uncertainties permit ; makes his circum- 
stances easy, his family and dependants orderly and happy.— 
ILis judicious beneficence is very useful ; his blameless example 
yet Hore. Thus, he reaps no little joy from the esteem of oth- 
ers, but uaspeak ably more from the testimony of his own con- 
science. Ile is sensible; indeed, of many failings ;- but all con- 
sistent with that sincerity which God knows, will reeompense. 
pe ever will society grow gloomy, but inexpressibly more cheer- 
ful for being composed of persons of this description.” 


Arca. bp . Stoker B) On Phil, 2 ase v. 24. 


ans G'P @psee——— 


TO PERSONS INCLINED TO SOCINIANISM: 


which, unhappily for the cause of Christianity, has been a- 


dopted by men of the greats ‘st res Spec tareal ity for learning, ortho~ 
doxy, and piety; as the first principle in religion ; so much se, as 
to have been : upposed t io be the fousidation of revealed, derives 
all tts information, not from the exercise of human reason, nor 
from the inve stigatfon of man in astate ef nature, but from the 
revelation of the will of God. 

This revelation teacheth tke doctriae of an atonement: fron 
the beginning, by the institution of Vicarious sacrifices. But 
the doctrine of Unitarianism, by denying the ssconp and THIRD 

PERSONS in the adorable trintTy, and consequently their eco- 
nomical offices in the Covenant of grace, deprives us of. aREDFE- 
TER to cre for cur sins, and to clothe us with his roghteousness ; 
and of a SANCTIFIER, to renew our eddy ogee nature ;—cutting 
us off thereby from every hope.of- salvation, as itis tendered: to 
usin the gospel, 

The whole plan of redemption by Christ, is. built upon the 
doctrine of the ever-blessed ‘rRintTY in UNITY. For if God the 
Father did not.so love the world,as te sive his only bepotten Son te 
come into the world, that whosocver ‘believeth in him shoulinet 
perish, but have everlasting life :—({See Jobn 3. v. 16.) 

If God the Son did not take upon hinvour nature, and became o- 
bedient therein unto death, even the Heath of the cross, in order to 
make reconciliation for iniquity, and.to bring in everlasting réght- 
cousness :—(See Pnil. 2. v. 8. Dan. 9. v. 24, ) 

And, if God the ay Ghost didnot undertake on his part, to 
quicken, enlighten, convert, sanctify and comfort the hearts’ of 
poor sinners, sienieed fi om God by nature, ani dead in trespasses 
and sins—I know not, what would become of the essential, fun- 
damental, peculiar and distinguishing doctrines of'true genuine 
scriptural Christianity, 


Ss] ATURAL, religion, that boasted idol ofthe Deists, and 
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Noah’s Prophecy. 


NOAH’S PROPHECY. —( Gen. 9. v. 25—27. ) 


CS tee first Prophecy that occurs in Scripture is the sentence 
pronounced upon the serpent, which is the opening of 
Christianity—the first promise of our redemption, Gen. 3. v.15 
—-and which, if understood in the sense comimonly put upon it 
by Christian interpreters, is a rematkable prediction, remarka- 
bly fulfilled. 

“There are but few prophecies or record respecting the del- 
uge. As Noah wasa preacher of righteousness to tlie 6/d world, 
so was he a prophet to the mew, and enabled to predict the con- 
dition of his posterity ; a subject which, upon many accounts, 
requires a particular discussion: 

In Gen. 6. v. 9, we have an excellent character of this Patriarch. 
The inebriation imputed td him, was similar to that of which the 
Apostles after the descent of the Holy Ghost on the day of Pente- 
cost,were acéused. At the first grand propitiatary sacrifice which 
he offered, after the flood, having drunk some of the new wine 
drink- -offering he retired into the Tent of Tarbernacle—(not his 
tent) sacred to divine communications, ahd thefe, upon receiving 
the divine infatus, he rolled himself, and became uncovered.— 
At that instant Ham, the father of Canaan, observed, and rep- 
resented the condition of his fathér, to his brethren in an un- 
dutiful and intidel manner. Shem and Japhet, itis probable, 
struck with sorrow for theit brother’s impiety, and reverence 
for their father thus evidently agonizing under the painful pre- 
dictions of a sacred dream, in which they apprehended them- 
selves concerned, with the most profound reverence, and solemn 
silence, went backward, lest their faces should awake him ; and 


with filial and never-to-be-forgotten affection, covered him with 


a garment. .. 

And when Noah awoke; te was informed of the behaviour of 
his sons on this sacred occasion. Se 

Then he began to communicate to them the mind of God 
which had been sacramentally revealed to himself whilst in the 
Tent. .Asa Prophet, the father of a family, nay, the father of 
all the future families of the earth,’be not Gahy predictéd the for- 
tunes of his own soris,; but, also the future set of their descend- 
ants, to the latest generation, . Full of the spirit of Prophecy 
(which is the spirit of Jesus) Noah thus spake— 


“* Cursed (be) Canaan ;—a servarit of servants shall he be un- 
“ to his brethren. 

“ Blessed (be) the the Lord God of Shem ;—and Canaan 
“ shall be his.seryant. 

‘‘ God shall enlarge (persuade) Japheth, and he shall dwell in 
6 the tents of Shem, and Canaan shall be his servant.” 


Canaan was the fourth son according to the order of chap, 10.. 
y. 9 ;-—but why was he so particularly marked out as the object 


@f this prophetic denunciation ? Was it for his father's trans- 
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gression !—Where would be the equity to pass by the rest, and 
punish only Canaan for what Ham had done ? Shall not the 
judge of all the earth do right? 

‘lo God we are not to ascribe the imperfections of men—nor 
to think that anger or revenge dwells with the Holy One of Is- 
racl. Neither ought we to ascribe the epithet of prescience to 
him before whom all things are present, which in the language of 
men are said to be past, present or to come. Prescience implies 
a knowledge of things before they actually come to pass, and of 
consequence a certain degree of imperfection ;—but to Him 

whoa inhabiteth the eternity—whose existence is not measured by 
time as that of men and angels is—to Him whose eye seeth from 
the one end of heaven to the other; from the moment of crea- 
tion tothe consummation of all things ; no action appears prior to 
another in point of time, all men and the thoughts of their hearts 
are equally present, equally visible, and that not from any neces- 
sity or predestination, but as a pure act of omniscience. 

The curse, ther efore, denounced against Canaan, is a prophet 
ic declaration of what his future conduct would bring upon 
him. Nor is this declaration of incurred malediction to be un- 
derstood so properly of Canaan as of his descendants to the lat- 
est posterity. It is thinking meanly, and unworthily of the an- 
tictit prophecies, to limit their intention to particular persons : 
We must affix alarger meaning, and understand them as com- 
pre Reneing whole nations. And thus, another and more exten- 
sive scene of the divine dispensations will be opened. The 
curse of Canaan, and the promise of blessing to Shem and Ja- 
phet must extend to their whole race; as the prophecies con- 
cerning Ishmael, Esau, Jacob and the twelve Patriarchs were 
not so properly verified in themselves as in their posterity, and 
thither we must look for their full completion. 

The curse, therefore, predicted against Canaan, was properly 
against the Canaanites, and God commissioned Noah aor 
ically to declare the misery which their more than ordinary ini 
quities would deserve. And this account of the prediction of 
the Patriarch was recorded by Moses, te be an encouragement 
to the Israelites in their expedition against a people» who, with 
their ancestors for many generations had by their impiety and 
abominations forfeited the divine protection, and had rendered 
themselves the objects of punishment. 

This evidently is the meaning of the prophecy :—let us next 
attend to its completion. The Canaanites were an exceedingly 
wicked people : witness the sin and punishment of Scdom and 
Gomorrah, and the cities of the plain ;—and as to the other in- 
habitants of the promised Jand, God had patience with them— 
and did not visit them in his displeasure till their iniquity was 
full. Gen. xv. 16.—They were not only zdo/aters, but guilty of 
the very worst sort of idolatry :—burning even their sons dnd 


their daughters ty their Gods. Deut. xii. y. 31. 
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196 On. the celebration of Christmas day. 


tt is at this day observed, even from the eldest of the Chizistian limes, and 
Apostolical tradition, received even from the practice of his Disciples. 
SELDEN.* 
This circumstance being well known to those conversant in Ecclesiastical 
history, should also be explained to such as are not, they having an equal 
right to be well informed in “ all things relating tc the common salvation,” 
which isindeed the only way to avoid schism, and adhere to the truth, by fol- 
lowing the Apostles’ advice, of being able to give a reason of their hope. 
SELDEN having been ranked among “ those who doubted,” occasioned his 
writing bis T HEANTHROPOS, or God made man, a tract proving the nativi- 
ty of our Saviour to be on the 25th of December, which is divided into seven 
sections: viz. 1. ‘Lhe authority of keeping this ‘day. ©2. More particular 
proofs of it. 3. It was so received “ron the Fathers. 4. Express testimonics 
trom historians and general use. . ‘Lhe common reasons urged, erroneous, 
6. Objections answered: and, Opinions respecting it. Aud as the tract 
bas now become too scarce to be cermmannl perused, an extract of some pas- 
sages respecting this important matter of fact, may not be unacceptable. In 
p. 2. he disclaims the unjust imputation; ‘ as if | had purposely called in 
question,” says he, * the celebration of that sacred day, wiiich is, as St. 
Chrysostom ‘calls it;+-the main fort of all happiness, and the fountain and 
root of all the good that we enjoy ; and to call it iv question, as ef J suppos- 
ed,” he indignantly adds, ‘* tt were observed at the tine wthout sufficient 
ground, and asif | were too inclining to the part of the hot-brained and dis- 
turbing puritans, which impiously deny the keeping of a day as an anniversa- 
ry feast consecrated by the birth of our Saviour: from which my conscience 
was ever, and is most clearly free.” At p: 7. he observes that St. Ambrose, 
St. Chrysostom, St. Austin and others, “ have many sermons appropriated to 
the celebration of this day, and they frequently tell the people confidently, that 
the birth of our Saviour wes on THE 25th or DecemBer, or the 8 kalends of 
January”—and the birth of St. John on the 8 kalendsof July , or 24th June.” 
—~** On our Da ‘iour’s birthday, the days begin to lengthen, and on St. John’s, 
to shorten P. 9. « The eastern Church received it from the western.” P. 
10. ** St, Cc hrysostom says,} being instructed from learned men of the wes 
tern Church, it was then (anothen kai pro poion paradotheisa eto.) of antie nt 
time, and delivered in the Church many years before ,”—evenof equal age with 
the more antient feast days which they nad received,”— weil known from an- 
tient time.”—St. Augustine also expressly says,} that the birth was upon this 
day, sic tradit Ecclesia which denotes great antiquity even ia his ay dh 


And he expressly says,|| * St. John Ba plist’s day was received by like 
tradition.” And tracing back wards in the time of Constantine, a: ‘d the first 


general council of Nice, held in 325, ‘* thes feast was kept on the 25th af De- 
cember, AS NOW IT 1s, and then from antienter time, against such as suy p- 
posed it no older,’ P. 21. ** Before the council of Nice, held in 325, thi $ 
feast was established in tue western Church by the ger eral testimony of tle 
Fathers.” P,. 25. * lt rests firm, thereiore, that whensocver it was first insti- 
tuted for anniversary celebration, it was in such an age as had the supposition 
of the winter solstice, being on the 25th day of December, yet retained in the 
Church.” P. 29, «“ The ‘li ke is affirmed ofthe Apostolical Tradition of the 
uniform celebration of Easter, by Ceolfrid, in his Epistle to Naitan, King 
of the Picts. © P, 30. It follows, therefore, thut even from the beginning, that 

is, FROM THE APOSTLES’ TIMES, the same spring equinox wis vecerved in 
the Church, i. e. the 2ist or 22d ef March, as was aiterward, and that it was 
thence established on the 2ist by the council of Nice, and that by consequence, 
in those times, of the Apostles, the formerly received equinox was altered 
trom the 25th tothe 22d, or 2\st, and also, (as of necessity it follows) the same 
winter solstice from the 25th of December, to near about the 2 Ist or 22d of the 





* Vide THEANTHROPOS, or God made man, a tract proving the nativity 
of our Saviour to be onthe 25th of December, by JoHN dzéLDEN, that emi- 
nently Jearned Antiquary, late of the Inner ‘iemple, London, 1661. 

t ‘tom, 7. Edit. Savitiana. p. 375. log. ia. 

t Serm. dict. temin Lom. 34. tom. 2. edict. Basil. And in Serm. 27 de 
nat. Jo. Baptist, eodem tom. 


§ Enarrat in Psalm 132. || Serm. de sanct. 4. 
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same mouth. Whence also it is to be calculated, that this feast day was re- 
ceived as to ke kept ON THE 25th DAY EVEN BEFORE THE APOSTLES’ 
TIMES, AND THAT AMONG THE DISCIPLES OF OUR SAVIOUR, WHILE 
HE WAS VET ON EARTH; that is, while in common reputation the 25th day 
of December was taken for the winter solstice.” P. 31. “ It being common- 
lv received out of the account and kalendar of the Gentiles, that the 25th 
day of December, was the solstice, and that ON THE SAME DAY our Saviour 
was born, it grew familiar it seems, and so was delivered down to those fatliers, 
that the birth day was on the very winter solstice, which they so often incul- 
cate.” P. 33. “ Many years before the council of Nice, i. e. under Dio- 
Clesian, this feast was thus celebrated.” P. 35. ‘* Among St. Chrysostom’s 
works in Latin, one Homily is, de nativiiate Domini (Edit. Basil, tom. 2. 
hon. 39.) wherein he confidently, as elsewhere teaches, that this day of De- 
cember is the just day of that burth, and for his authority brings no less than 
St. Peter’s testimony ; PeTRus, are the words, QUI HIC FUuIT CUM JOH, 
qui Hic FuiT Jac. Nos IN OCCIDENTE DOCUIT,”’—teferring to what he 
had before noted in his oration on this subject, and where he says (dit. Savil. 
tom. 5, p. 512.) such as defended this day, said it was (Palaia kai archaia, 
kaianOdthen tois apo Vhrakes mechri Gadeiron oikousi katacélos kai opsiréinos,) 
very antient and from old time known, and famous from Thrace to Cadis, that 
is, the whole western Church, To these may be added kuodius whom Ni- 
cephorus calls the successor of the Apostles, and it is delivered (Suid. in verb. 
Nazaraios & Christianos) that it was ordained by St. Peter himself in Antioch ; 
that we may so distinguish him from the otier Euodius Bp. of Uzalis, (Cujus 
nomini ascrivuntur opera aliquot ad. fin. tom. 10. D, Aug. subjuncta edit. 
Loyuniensi) ia St. Augustine’s time: he in one Epist. toucning the times of 
the passion of our Saviour, of St. Stephen’s Martyrdom, of tue death of the 
B. Virgin, and the like, says expressly of her (as the Latin is in Languis’s 
Nigephorus Eccles. Hist. ]. 2. c. 3.) Pepertt autem mundi ipsius lucem, an- 
num agens guindecimum 25th die mensis Decembris.” 25th pig MENSts De- 
Cemuris !” and p. 36. likewise in an old Greek author (the book being 
written about the time of Pope Honorius Ist) in the library of St. Marks in 
llorence, express testimony is Apostolos memoric prodidisse Christum ex 
Firgine natum Bethlemae 25th Decembris, as Albertus Widemonstadius of his 
own sight, witnesseth, and to these may be added Cedren, Orosius and some 
antienat MSS. Fusti cited by Cuspinian upon Cassiodore, and other author- 
ities,”"—** strengthened aiso by St. Chrysostom, where he says (Lom. 5 edit. 


Savil. fol. 512.) expressly, that in public records kept at Roine zn dis age, 
thé exact time of tne description under Cyrenius, spoken of by St. Luke, 
(whieh could not but be a special character of the time of our Saviour’s birth) 
was expressed ; and then he goes on (ibid. p. 515.) doubt not for we have re- 
ceived the day (para ton akribos tauta eidoton,) from those who accurately 
know these things, and dwell at Rome, and that they (anothen kai ek palaias 
paradoseds autén spitelountes nun aetés hemin tén gnosin,) i. e. having from 
antient time and ald tradition celebrated it, have now also sent us the know- 
ledee of it. ‘Lhis is likewise confirmed by an old barbarous translation of 
what was taken out of Africanus and Euseitus, and published in the noble 
Scaliger’s Thesaurus Temporum, where the words are dug. et Sylcano Coss 
Donuinus noster Jesus Christus naius est sub Augusto 8 calendas Januarit: 
and then in ipsa die in qua natus est pastores viderunt stellam, chuac 25, 
which should rather be 29, for so agrees the 25th of December, to that of the 
Fgyptian choiac, which the author means. Prudentius also.” P..38. ** And 
of iater times the authorities are infinite.” All these testimonies ‘* enough 
manifest the ANTIQUITY and CERTAINTY Of the antient feast day, accord- 
ing as we now observe it, and that even from the age wherein it first brought 


Jorth the redemption of mankind, And to these we may add, the consent of 


Christian Churches ever since about those 400 years,” and as St. Chrysostom 
expressly saith (kath hekaston etos spididdsi kai lamproteroa ginetai,) every 
year it encreased and grew more famous. P, 39. * And about 100 years al- 
ter Chrysostom it was expressly ordained by the Emperor Justin, (if Niceph- 
orus Calistus Hist. Mccles. lL 17. c. 28, deceive me not,) that in every place 
in the Christian world it should be thus observed, And according to this are 
the kalendars and books of divine service, not qnly of the western, which 
are every where common, but of the eastern Churches aiso: in the menology 
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of the Greek Church in December, (16 auto eikosté pempté hé kata sarka 
genesis tou Kuriou kai Theou kai Sotéros h€mon Jésou Christou,) i, e. On 
the 25th of the same monih ihe feast of the incarnation of our Lord, AND 
Gop, anp Saviour Jesus Curist. And, 


Partheniké Marié Theon eikadi geinato pempté. 


That is, rHe Virgin MARY BROUGHT FORTH OUR SAVIOUR ON THE 
25th pay. Other vols. of their divine service shew this also.” P. 40. “* And 
for other Churches—not tncer the name of Greek, as those of Antioch, or 
Syria, of Aithiopia and of Elcopti, or Augypt,—have we testimonies enough 
of them also, whence we may collect that they agree with us, in thts anni- 
versary of celebration.” P. 41. ‘ And to conclude here, what greater tes- 
timony can there be that it was received into the Church, EVEN FROM THE 
Discrpes AND APOSTLES OF OUR Saviour, tiran this, that it was so 
antiently observed, and hath been ever since, so generally received through 
Christendom ?” And so “ says St. Augustine—gua quidem toto terrarum 
orbe observantur, dantur intelligi vel ab ipsis Apostolis, vel a plenarits Con- 
cilizs quorum est in Ecclesia saluberrima authoritas, commendata atque sta- 
tuta retiner?.” Sicuti quod Domini Passio, et Resurrectio, et ascensio in 
ca#lum, et adventus dé éalo Spiritus Sancti, &c.—All such things he sup- 
poses cither delivered bv the Apostles or ordained by General Councils: for 
Councils here, we have no testimony that they ordaiued it : therefore, it 
rests by this argument, that we derive it from the eldest tradition that may 
bein Christianity. But we end here,” says Selden, ‘* this enquiry, and resolve 
with that old Hyinn of St. Ambrose, ‘ Sic prasens testatur dies,” &c. P. 42, 
“* Neither do | tind any Christian Church in the later ages, hath otherwise 
celebrated it, save only that of the Armenians, who retained an antient cus- 
tom of confounding it with the Epiphany, and that to the time of AZanuel 
Comnenus, which is about 440 years since, and perhaps yet do, making a 
confusion of those feasts. 

Having thus extracted from the first four sections, whatever relates to the 
birth of Christ on the 25th of December, and thereby abundantly PROVED 
thatto be the only proper day for its celebration, the remaining three sections, 
5th, 6th, and 7th chiefly treat of the wrong calculations drawn from Luke— 
Zachary not being an high priest,—the course of the service being interrupt- 
ed by Antiochus,—and their years being reckoned (as ours are in law) by the 
reigns of Kings. The pay therefore being more certain than the year,”— 
(which however, appears to be easily calculated, if any other proof could be 
wanted amid such a blaze of evidence, BY COMPUTING THE YEARS BACK- 
WARD FROM THE DEATH OF CHuRisT,) “ yet all amounts to this conclu- 
sion (p. 71.) that the yearly celebration or memory continued even from the 
eldest Christian time hath taught us THE EXACT DAY OF THE MONTH, 
therefore we have reason enouch still to resolve on it.” 

Being therefore thus certified of rHE Day, let us be careful to observe it 
aright, and not only the day, but the whole season. Let us remember that 
it is set apart by our Church as a time whereon to celebrate the birth of our 
most blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Let us keep it as a time “ holy 
unto the Lord,” and attend to our duty in public and in private, in attending 
the service and sacrament of the Church, in prayer and thankfulness, ** for 
the inestimable love of God, in the REpEMptTroN of the world by our Lord 
Jesus Christ, forthe means of grace, and for the hope of glory,” thus vouch- 
safed unto us; in this accomplishment of all the prophecies ** from the founda- 
tions of the world.” In serious reflection upon the incarnation of our Lord, 
and this mystery “* of Gop manifest in the flesh.” In obeying his will, and 
" doinig good unto allmen.” Let “ the rich” be mindful to be “ rich in good 
works.” «« That they be ready to give, and glad to distribute” to their poor 
neighbours. Let all be merciful after their power,” and “ while they have 
time, do good unto all men.” So shall the poor experience the effects of a 
lively faith, in their botlies as well as in their minds. And let THEM receive 
these good gifts with ‘thankfulness from those whom God has made “ their 
stewards,” and commandéd * to dispense liberally.” Let them not abuse 
them, but “* be sober and vigilant,” and apply them to the benefit of them- 
selves and their families, and not waste ther “ in rioting and druskenness, 
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and every evil work.” The abundant charities distributed ai this time will 
thus relieve the sick and needy, refresh the prisoner, and lessen every eyil, 
whether of “ mind, body or estate.” ‘Thus will the season be observed aright, 
and all will partake of that general joy, which has so universally prevailed at 
the celebration of such an important event, from whence all our other bles- 
sings arise. ‘Thus will the rich partake more cordially of the social converse 
of innocent mirth—as Christians! and the poor cease to repine at hardships 
which they create for themselves, frequently indiug the means for sir, though 
they neglect those of honest industry. 

The observance of holy days is of the utmost importance. Our Church hath 
so arranged them, that, if duly attended, we. cans wt fail tu be ** thoroughly 
furnished,” with that knowledge, which wili assuredly ‘* make us wise unto 
salvation.” ‘They are so dispersed throughout the year, that they contain the 
history of our Lord, his incarnation, birth, life, doctrine and mir acles, death, 
resurrection and ascension, with “ the coming of the Holy Ghost,” according 
to his divine promises : and also, the history of his Disciples,—in the respe ct 
ive collects, epistles, gos pels and lessons. By adding the collects to our pray- 
ers, and reading the ¢ epis tles and gospe ‘1s with the lessons in rotation, and which 
may easily be done, “ if there is first a willing mind,” we should find ourselves 
armed against infidelity, depravity and s¢ ‘hism ;” ignorance would ‘ not” a- 
bound, or the “ love ol ” so many wax cold.” We should be “ able to give 
a reason of our hope,” and “ come off, more than conquerors.” ‘his can be 
done by all. But such as have opportunity can further improve it, by the 
he Ip of Nelson’s most excellent C: onipanion to the Feasts and Fasts of the Church, 
and also by attending the public service, as they are bound. 

Our CATTLE also should we let partake of the general joy, by greater 
indulgence in rest and jood, for they partake largely in our general scarcity. 
‘They administer profusely to our com wrt, our pleasure, our support, our 
health : and God has allowed us their proper use tor these purposes. Gratis 
tude to 1M for this, should teach us to exercise mercy, care and attention to 
THEM. Even their services demand it for themselves. But when God has 
commanded it as a DUTY, Who can disobey with wpunity ? He “ regards 
the life of a beast,” *—*‘ takes care for oxen’ "t—torbids an ** unequal yokingt 
and enjoins us to she w mercy, as Christ also did by his precept and re ‘xample, 
Why then is not this duty more generally recommended, and from whence 
move forcibly or properly than ihe pulpit :—as well as in the works of divines 

nd others. It biglly criminates a Christian nation to conni veat, and there- 

by encourage barbarity towards aninals, who are generally much less brutal! 
than those they serve, and with whom they should exchange situations—to 
produce conviction by—e sperie nce f 

[f then, we thus observe the holy season of CanistTMAS, we shall celebrate 
it like those bes really do * look for the coming of their Lord. ” We shall not 
imitate those SECTARIE s wi ho, by throwing oif all regard to this (and every 
other like) sacred day, ! stituted on purpose to, remind us whereon adl our 
hopes de pend, do dintéu, asmuch asin them lies, all acknowledgment of 
their hi aying any concern in this common right of Chris tians, or in these bles- 
sings whic h Christ hath vouchsaf ed to his obedient followers. We shall con- 
ten iplate his life and death, so as ** to follow his steps,” which will secure our 
peace both here and hereafter. We shall have that peace, from “ the Prince 
of Peace,” which ** the world can neither give nor take gi oI * which ‘ pas- 
seth all unders tanding,” and will secure to us the favor of God while we re- 
main on earth, and translate us when we die, into his presence, and “‘ the bles- 
sed company of all faithful people,” the “Charch triumphant,’ in Heaven. 
THERE “ we shall see, even as we are seen,’ —** we shall knor, even as we 
are known,” and those virtuous Gaions and sympathies began, but interrupted 
—here, shall blossom there, and bear fruit—f yr EVER! As therefore we now 





* Prov. xii. 10. ¢1Cor.ix.9. } Deut. xxii. 10. Luke wxiii-.15. c. xiv. 5. 

§ See a most admirable and hi; ghly useful i ract, entitled, Tkoughis on the 
duty of Mercy and Sin of C ruelly. Sok i by Letterman and Co, Stationer’s 
Court, London, price | i-2d. or 10s. 6d. per hundred. It is with infinite plea- 
sure we hear that a Soc? rely is rong - a instituted to pres nt the abuse of ait- 
imals, to be entitled ‘Tue ANIMALS FRIEND, 














































































200 Extract from Bishop Hick’s Devotions. "9 


‘€ praise thee O God,” in the words of the Church, because thou didst give 
Jesus Christ thine only Son to be born as at this time for us : who by the op- 
eration of the Holy Ghost, was made very man of the substance of the Vi irgin 

Mary, his mother, and that without spot of sin, to make us clean from all sin ;* 
so would we further call upon thee, and say * Almighty God, who hast given § 
us thy only begotten Son, to take our nature pon him, and as at this time to | 
be born of a pure Virgin : grant that we being regenerate, and made thy chil- 
dren by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by thy holy Spirit, throug sh 
the same our Lord Jesus Christ, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the 
same spirit, ever ove God, world without end, Amen.” +—* Therefore wit: 
angels and archangels and‘with all the company of Hleaven, we faud and 
ma euify thy glorious name ; evemore praising thee, and saying, holy, holy, 
holy Lord God of Hosts, Heaven and Earth are full of thy glory ; glory be 
to tiiee, O Lord most high, Amen.” + : 





. ~ . . . + ‘ ’ 

* Proper preface for Christmas Day, in Oifice for IL. Comniunion. } 

+ Collect for Christmas day. : 

t The Trisagium, or Hymn of the Angels, inthe Communion Office. j 

. 3 

TO THE EDITORS CF THE CHURCHMAN’S MAGAZINE. 

Please to insert the following extract from Bishop Hick's Devotions, and oblige ) 
your friend and constant reader, ORTHODOX. 

-CHRISTMAS DAY. : 

To day, for us, our Lord was born ;—come, fet us adore him. : 

z 

JOYFUL tidings, worthy of an angel’s mouth! Behold, tous was born, ff 

this day, a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord. Allelujan. 2 

Wonde Hal signs, to seek the new-born King of heaven and earth :—You ‘ 

shall find him wrapt in swaddling cloaths, and laid ina manger. Allelujah. y 


O blessed harmony of the celestial choirs ! Glory to God on high, on earth 
peace, good will towards men. Allelujah., 


ANTIPHON. 


The Shepherds came to Bethlehem with speed, and found Mary and Jo: 
and the infant laid in a manger. 

V.—This is the day the Lord has made ; let us rejoicetherein. Allelijah.— 
Allelujak. 

R.—This is the day in which the Lord was made ;—come let us rejoice. 
Allelujah.—Ailelujah. 


, 
evn, 


’ 
at 





LET US PRAY. 

O GOD, who every year givest a pret occasion to the devotions of thy 
Church, ‘by the welcome festivity of our Saviour’s birth ! Grant us, we be- 
seech thee, with such devout atfections to entertain this first humble rising of the 
Sun of Righteousness to us, as may better dispose and more powerfully en- 
gage us to follow him through the whole painful course of his life, which, 
like a giant, he rejoiced to run, enlightening the world with thy truth, and , 
inflaming it with thy love, “til in the read we atvive at his eternal rest, through =f 
the same our Lord Jesus Christ, thy Son; who, with Thee and the Holy 
Ghost, liveth and reigneth, ever one God, world without end. Amen. 


——<a CD Gee 
DIED.}—At Huntington, of a consumption, the 2d of instant, December, 
Mr. PHILO SHELTON, in the 27th year of his age. 
«¢ Man wants but little, nor that little long, 
‘“* Flow soon must he resign that very dust, 
‘© Which frugal nature lent him for an hour.” 
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